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U. S. S. WINGED ARROW (AP-170)

At Sea
4 June 1946

Dear Jimmy,

I hope that you heve not thought thet I had forgotten you and
your request concerning wvarious toilet erticles for a friend in Hong
Kong., I most certainly have not, but I have not been able to locate
these materials, I got the Admiralts Aide on the job and the Command=
ing General's Aide and all thet they produced was a small toilet set’
for manicuring cailed Yu Chen end put out in Chieago, if you please.
No Lentherice-no nothing, So that is why I have not written, I hed
hoped to loecate it before I left Manila, -

I am now en route home and should arrive in San Franeisco tomorrow,
Then I report to Coml2 for temporary duty until I can determine the best
hospital for coronary difficulties and the Doctors there will look me
over, If I can get by I want to at present but, if I cannot, it is
OK with me, The best nedical opinion is thst I am in good shape with
nothing reslly serious but, when the experts eatch me, they mey find
me a wreck, I ean't imagine it, however,

I was sorry that I did not see T, Joy before he left or W, Kitts
"before he reported there, but thats the way it goes. Ones friends pass
by and one enconnters visiting firemen instead, We had our full share
of these gantlemen I can assure you, Fortunately we pessed extremely
well and, as a matter of fact, I recsived some personal approval which

wag swell, Its a little like giving the old, loyal, employe a watsh
instead of raising his pasy or his rank,

I heard that you had shifted your hunting grounds to Shanghai.
Its more fun there but it, also, gets on ones nerves in time; less so
than Hong Kong I guess but a trial, in time, just the same, I spent
. eongiderable timé there on the Richmond in 192728,

Admiral Ksuffmsn hes also left Manile and has returned home to be
Commandant of the 4th Nawal District. He is a wonderful fellow gnd I
most certainly enjoyed my service with him,
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U. S. S. WINGED ARROW (AP-170)

I hope that you get home soon and I hope that when the new boards
get organized and revamp the Admirsls lists they will include you. You
are young, able, personable! As for myself I hold no illusions, I have
alweys done a bang up job, so they say=-but that hasn't counted in this
War, Whom do you know seems more important than what kind of job can
you do. You know everybody there in Washington.

Can I do anything for you in the States? If so write me., Best as
always.

Very sincerely yours,

R. W, BATES,

Captain James Carter, USN.
U.S5.S. LOS ANGELES

¢/o Fleet Post Office

San Franciseo, California.




Mare Island, Califorania
23 July 1946

Vice Admiral J. L. Kauffman
Commandant, Fourth Naval District
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

Dear Admirals

It vas & lot of fun getting you on the telephone the other night and it
was my sincere rogret that I was unadble ¢o go to Philadelphia at that time.
Ingtead I found it necessary to return to the hospital at Mare Island so
that I might be given a clearance from the Medieal Survey Board. You will
be glad to know that this hes been done and that I have been informed thet
I will be returned to full duty. I am to go to Newport, Rhode Island, to
head a board on the evaluation of the dattles of World Var Il and I know
that I will enjoy 1t, although, it will keep me a 1little too far from you.

Thanks very much for your interest in my bdehalf. I sincersly hope that you
vill feel the same sarouni November that you do now as Louie Denfeld told
me thet there was to be a board at that time to correct ineguities in the
fleet in promotion to rear admiral and he suggested that I endeavor to
appear before that board. Now I shall be able to do so and I sincerely
trust that by Christmas time I will have those two stars which have

eluded me for so long.

Admiral Denfeld spoke most highly of you--in fact, he showed a sort of

emotion about you and said, "he really is good, isn®*t hs"., I concurred

thoroughly and let it g0 at that. I 2lso talked to Admirsl Rimitz about

you and the high coordination detween the Army and Bavy in the Philippines
and that pleased Admiral Nimitz.

I went to the Bohemian Club over the weekend and it is a lot of fun. I sent
my acceptance in late 8o that the camps which I might have joined sre full
80 1 am stopping at Bromley. “his is a very nice camp and, in my opinion,
is detter than the private camps as you are able to relax dy yourself. I
shall look up our many mutual friends in the grove and, in fact, some have

already asked me to their cemps.

I hope that you and Elsa are having the same enjoyable time that you alweys
seem to have when together and I trust that your new assighment is a happy

one. It's too bad that I camnot be with you but perhaps this Jod is detter
for me at present. Please remember me most kindly to Elsa and as for yourself,

you know you a2lwvays have my deepest affection,
Very sincerely yours,

R. ¥. BATES




Mere Island, Celifornia
23 July 1948

Vice Adnirs)l Jesse B. Oldendorf
Commandant, Eleventh Nawal District
San Diego, Califormia

Dear Admirals

This 1s merely 2 note to tell you thet I have been declared fit for full
duty and am to leave here in about a month for Newport, Rhode Igland.

I am to head a board for Admirel Spruance on the evaluation of the naval
battles of World War II. EHow I happemed to be chosen for this assigment
I do not know, but everyone in Washington, where I was last week, seemed
to think that I was ly fitted for it, let's hope sol Vice Admiral
Conolly told me that I hed bdeen chosen by Fleet Headquarters as well as

ty the War College.

I like annlysis, as you have very kindly often said, and I hope to do
well in this assigmment. I presume that I will have a good opportunity
to enter into the record some of the many difficulties which you faced
and 80 triumphantly overcame. In this comnection I don't like to make
you feel bdadly, but I must repeat here what I have repeatedly said befors,
viz., "that I thought that you never had obtained the recognition dus
you.® As an example, I noticed a book put out the other day about

carriars, etc. vhich in the discussion of the battle of Leyte Gulf never
even montioned your name, alithough it did mention Admiral Kincald. %o
me ii i3 incredidle that the nmame of the Commander of a most victoriocus
foree should be omitted in 80 many editions of present day informotiom.
I hope that no one will dYe abdle to say that adbout my anmalyses, provided
that the information is awvallable.

I may gst down there {0 see you defore I leave here, and I shall make
it a point to do so. I am spending a fow days at thes Bohemian Grove
with the doys of ths Bohemisn Clud and it is a lot of fun. Liwntenant

Gensrel Holland Smith and Rear Admiral C. H, Wright from Hawall are both
up there now; also. Ed Vashdurm,

With wvarmest personal regards to you and to Betty, I am as ever,
Yours very sincerely,

R. W. BATES




Viee Admiral Louis Denfeld
Burean of Haval Personnel

I cannot begin to tell you the pleasure I experienced in seeing
you in Washington the other day. You were very kind and appeared
quite interested in my welfare, wvhich, I can assure you, was

most gratifying to me.

I am glad to inform you that I have been informed by the Medical
Board this morning that they will report me as fit for full duty
and e despatch will, I suppose, go to you to that effect.

The Cammanding Officer of the Naval Hospital is sending you 2
message concerning my prospective orders. Rear Admiral Hollowey
requested that ve send such a message and this one is marked—

attention Admiral Holloway.

I must reiterate again here wvhat I said to you there in Washington—
to wit--that the officers of the fleet have great confidence in
you and feel that their interests are in safe hands,

I was very glad to hear of the prospective board to meet this
Fall to correct inequities in promotions to Rear Admiral. I

sincerely trust that I will prove to be one of those who, for
some reason or another, hag heretofore been overlooked.

With warmest persomal regards, I am,
Yery sincerely yours,




Mare Island, California
24 July 1946

Rear Admiral A. E. Smith
Chief of Staff

Raval War College
Bewport, Rhode Island

Dear Hoke!

As you bhave probably noted by the telegrams which I have been sending from
here, I am now fit for duty and will soon be reporting in to tackle that
mnighty job which you have discovered for me.

Needless to say, I have a deep interest in this assigmment and I hope to
be adble to produce an adequate result for Admiral Spruance. I haven't
any idea whom you have chosen as other members of the committee, but I
do hope that they are good workers and researchers.

I have been in the hospital here for about & month, having arrived on

the Cozst in eerly June. I have had no leave for at least three years,
excepting for a few days in 1945, and I feel that I need a rest once I am
discharged from the hospital. I made a quick flight to Washington the
other day to check up on matters comnected with myself, and I asked about
this assignment and found that it was about what I had thought. I persommlly
think that the Medical Board did the right thing in ordering me dback to
full duty as I look and feel very well and, in Washington, everyone said
that I looked better than they had ever seen me. This was gratifying to
me as I have been hoping for this improvement in appearance ever since I
entered the hosrital.

I don't know where I will stop in Newport. Ighould certainly like to get
my apartment back from Mrs. Miller at 12 Mount Vernon Street. If you can
put a 1little vressure on her I wish you would do so for me. 1 suppose that
it is poasidle to stop at the Munenchinger-King but I never liked it too
much there and I am getting more and more particular. It might be possible
to go to the Muenchinger-King now and shift to some apartment later.

I look forward to seeing you and Margaret very much indeed. I Riso look
forward to serving with Admiral Spruance with distinct pleasure. I have
always felt that he wes the outstanding drain in the Hawal Service and 1
am ballyhooing him all the time for five stars. One of these days he will

get them}

With best regards to you and with many thanks for your interest in me, I anm,
as ever your old friend,

R. W. BATES




More Island, California
24 July 19486

Vice Admirel Richard L. Conolly
Office of the Chief of Fawal Operationx

Navy Department, ¥ashington, D. C.

Deny Dick:

I ws very pleased when I succeeded in finding you in Washington and I was
more than gratified when you invited me out to your house for cockiails and
gave me the privilege of seeing your beloved Helen again. I also enjoyed
meeting your son. Yours is 2 most happy family and you have proven that
success in life can often, in part, be atiributed to a hapry home life.

I was very proud to hear of your new assigmment, particularly the Peace
Conference, and I know that you will do well there. I want to thank you
very much for your advice to me in Washington, and to assure you that

I value it most deeply-—so deeply, in fect, that I came back and told
the Medical Board of what you and Admirel Denfeld and others of lesser
importance had said, and the Board notified me & 1little later that they

were about to declare me fit for full duty.

I have, therefore, notified the Naval War College by despatch and have
notified the Bureau of Naval Persomnel also 80 I expect to get orders
any time. I have asked for thiyty days leave because, except for my
short trip to Washington, I have had practically no leave since 1943 and

then only enough deys to get a2cross the continent.

The weather out here is perfectly glorious, the flowers are in full dloom
and even the girles seem to radiate the beauty of a lovely Spring. Your
Vaghington is charming on occasions, and your ovn estate, in this connec=
tion, is lovely-=nevertheless, Californiz excels all. I say this for the
first time because I have never boasted of California defore !

Let me wish ybu all heppiness in your new assigmment § I know that I, as
well as your family, will watch your progress in the nogotiations with
the supreme confidence that the United States Favy will not fail the

Ration.
With warmest personal regards, I anm,

Very sincerely yours,
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